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Burial customs of early China provide a rare window into
life in the ancient world. Elaborate tomb furnishings
reflected evolving understandings of the living realm and
the hereafter. Over the centuries, personal objects placed in
tombs to accompany the dead were gradually replaced by
representations of everyday objects and specialised forms.
This ultimately led to the more formalised production of
funerary ceramics for use in burial.

This exhibition presents a selection of Chinese funerary art
from the collection of the National Gallery of Australia.

This rarely exhibited burial paraphernalia dates from formative
periods of Chinese history, from the Han dynasty (206 BCE-
220 CE) to the Song dynasty (960-1279). These objects offer

a glimpse into the cultural practices and beliefs surrounding
life and death, as well as insight into the craftsmanship of

the funerary market and the spatial arrangement of Chinese
tombs.






Court ladies playing polo |E =Btz 5
Tang dynasty, 650-750

painted earthenware

Gift of TT Tsui, Hong Kong, through the

National Gallery of Australian Foundation

1995

From left to right

Miniature pail [ E =%2/|\{2 2Pk
Tang dynasty, 618-907
earthenware; sancai glaze

Miniature wine cup . =F2/)\R
Tang dynasty, 618-907
earthenware; sancai glaze

Miniature vase & =%/\if, 6
Tang dynasty, 618-907
earthenware; sancai glaze

Miniature alms-bowl F2 =%2/)\{#

Tang dynasty, 618-907

earthenware; sancai glaze

Gifts of American Friends of the National 7
Gallery of Australia, Inc., New York, NY,

USA, made possible with the generous

support of Judith Ogden Thomson, 1993

Lokapala guardian figure &= PNz it

Tang dynasty, 618-907

painted earthenware 8
Gift of TT Tsui, Hong Kong, through the

National Gallery of Australian Foundation

1995

Pair of funerary urns 3R SIS =
Song dynasty, late 11th-early 12th century

stoneware; gingbai glaze, a
underglaze painted decoration
Gift of TT Tsui, Hong Kong, through the b

National Gallery of Australian Foundation
1995

Miniature vase & E5i/)MiR

Tang dynasty, 618-907

earthenware; glaze

Gift of American Friends of the National
Gallery of Australia, Inc., New York, NY,
USA, made possible with the generous
support of Judith Ogden Thomson, 1993

Miniature cup F Bff/NeEE TR

Tang dynasty, 618-907

earthenware; glaze

Gift of American Friends of the National
Gallery of Australia, Inc., New York, NY,
USA, made possible with the generous
support of Judith Ogden Thomson, 1993

Funerary jar ;K S&ZIT0 &

Early Song dynasty, 10th century
stoneware; celadon glaze

Gift of TT Tsui, Hong Kong, through the
National Gallery of Australian Foundation
1995

Duck-shaped vessel ;& NG REF- fa==
Western Han dynasty, 206 BCE-8CE
earthenware, pigments

Gift of TT Tsui, Hong Kong, through the
National Gallery of Australian Foundation
1995

Reclining dog ;& #&FHFEA

Han dynasty, 206 BCE-229 CE
earthenware; glaze

Gift of TT Tsui, Hong Kong, through the
National Gallery of Australian Foundation
1995

Poem by Wang Fanzhi &
Han dynasty royal mausoleum interactive

3D reconstruction
Asian Art Museum San Francisco
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